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 Animal rights is the idea in which some, or all, non- 
human animals are entitled to the possession of their own 
lives and that their most basic interests such as need to 
avoid suffering-should be afforded the same consideration 
as similar interests of human beings.  Nowadays, the 
problems arising from the animal rights have become one 
of the most debated agenda items in various countries and 
most of them put into force many legal limitations 
regarding the animal rights and animals use in research 
(Zutphen et al., 1993). This is greater in harsh climates 
than in more benign situations where agricultural crops 
provide most food and clothing (Phillips et al., 2012). Such 
differences have been perpetuated through regional 
cultures, even though trade now makes many animal 
products available internationally. Despite culture 
maintaining regional differences in attitudes to animals, in 
recent decades a growing concern for animal rights has 
been apparent in some parts of the world. This may derive 
from increased economic development (EC, 2007), the 
industrialization of animal farming and experimentation 
practices, increased relative importance of companion 
animals compared to farm animals, and/or the extension of 
a social movement that has, to-date, focused on humans’ 
rights (Fraser et al., 2013).

 A better understanding of cultural attitudes towards 
animals and how they are used by humans can promote 
understanding and tolerance if there are clear differences 
between trading nations (Turner and D’Silva, 2006). The 
purpose of this study was to determine the attitudes, and 
factors affecting these attitudes, of veterinary student as 
well as scientists concerning animal rights.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The study was conducted at Lala Lajpat Rai University 
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ABSTRACT
 The study was conducted in Lala Lajpat Rai University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Hisar, Haryana to assess the attitude 
favorableness’ toward animal rights among scientists and students. A sample of fifty faculty members was drawn randomly by simple lottery method. 
Similarly, a sample of one hundred and twenty students (one hundred undergraduates and twenty postgraduate) was drawn. The attitude of veterinary 
students and scientists toward animal rights was assesed. The attitude was measured using Animal rights subscale developed by Wuensch et al. 
(2002). Mean score of respondents indicated neutral to favourable attitude toward animal rights. Age, gender, level of education was found 
significantly associated with the attitude formation. It is further argued that  the respondents’ belief about the animal rights stems from the cultural 
roots given the degree of uniformity. Further, the veterinary education seemingly affects the attitude of respondents.
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of Veterinary and Animal Sciences (LUVAS), Hisar. All 
the animal scientists at LUVAS, Hisar were considered as 
universe for the sample. A sample of 50 members was 
drawn randomly by simple lottery method. Similarly, a 
sample of 120 students; 100 undergraduates (20 from each 
class) and 20 postgraduate was drawn using simple lottery 
method after preparing lists of students.  Thus, the total 
number of respondents was 170. The antecedent variables 
likely to affect students’ and scientists’ perception about 
bioethical issues were selected after thorough review of 
available literature and consultation with the faculty members. 
These were age, gender, educational qualification, history 
of pets, belief in animal mind, religiousness, extraversion, 
conscientiousness, agreeableness, neuroticism and openness. 
They were operationalized as presented in Table 1.

*Corresponding author: dr.rahulmahla@gmail.com

Table 1
 Operationalisation of independent variables

Variables Operationalisation

Gender  Dichotomous

Age Chronological age of 
respondents

Experience of pet animals  Schedule will be developed

Belief in animal mind Scale developed by Hills 
(1995)

Religiousness  Scale developed by Hernandez 
(2011)

Level of education Scale developed in this study

Extraversion 

Conscientiousness  

Agreeableness  

Neuroticism  

Openness  

Scale developed by John
and Srivastava (1999)

 Attitude in this study was conceptualized as the 
positive or negative disposition of an individual associated 
with the psychological object of Animal rights. The 


