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 Canine transmissible venereal tumour (TVT) also 
known as Sticker’s sarcoma is a neoplasm with unusual 
properties and unconventional clinical development, 
naturally occurring exclusively in dogs primarily 
transmitted by sexual contact and possibly by direct 
contact through sniffing, licking of the genitalia, and bite 
wounds during fights (Boscos and Ververidis, 2004). It is 
mostly located at the genitalia but rarely can be found on 
other parts of the body (such as nasal or oral cavities, skin, 
rectum, rarely in lips, oral mucosa, and peritoneum or 
other organs) (Goldschmidt, 2002). It is characterized by 
irregular, multi-nodular to cauliflower-like in shape or 
growth in prepuce, vagina and penis (Jangir et al., 2019). 
Transmission generally occurs through inoculation of 
neoplastic cells into damaged mucosa or skin (Boscos and 
Ververidis, 2004).

 Among chemotherapeutic agents, vincristine is the 
main treatment option for TVT along with surgical, 
radiological and immunotherapy. Radiotherapy was 
reported to be highly effective but requires specialized 
equipment and trained personnel. More recently, the 
emphasis has been given on the use of antineoplastic 
chemotherapeutic agents for treating TVT (Das et al., 2020). 

 A 4-years-old intact male Pit-bull was presented to 
multispecialty veterinary hospital of GADVASU with the 
history of multiple dermal masses with (few of them were 
ulcerated), and rapidly growing for the last one and half 
month throughout the body surface (Fig.1). The masses 
were firm and freely movable. Appetite and other activities 
like defecation and urination were normal. There was 
history of mating about three months back. Earlier, the dog 
had been treated with antibiotics and anti-inflammatory 
drugs but the condition had not resolved.

 Hemato-biochemical parameters like complete 
blood count, and biochemical parameters like alanine 
aminotransferase, aspartate transaminase, alkaline 
phospahtase, creatinine were evaluated and did not reveal 
any significant change except increased alkaline 
phospahtase levels. Hemato-biochemical parameters were 

thre-evaluated after the 5  dose of chemotherapy and there 
was no marked alteration in all these parameters. Fine 
needle aspirates from various nodules from different 
anatomical locations of the dog were collected, smears 
were prepared on glass slides, routinely processed, stained 
with hematoxylin and eosin (HE) for microscopic 
examination as described by Thangathurai et al., (2008). 
The impression smears were cellular and had similar 
features as of TVT tumour. Tumour cells were present in 
sheets with occasional individual cells. The cells were 
round with distinct cytoplasmic borders. The cytoplasm 
was slightly blue or clear, finely granular, and contained 
clear, distinct vacuoles arranged along the periphery of the 
cells. Oval to round nuclei were usually centrally located 
and had a prominent nucleolus and finely stippled 
chromatin (Fig. 2). Radiography of chest and abdomen 
was done to rule out metastases but there was no indication 
of metastases in internal organs.

 After confirming the case of TVT, it was treated with 
injection of vincristine sulphate @ 0.025mg/kg b.wt. at 
weekly interval and Inj. Ranitidine @ 0.2mg/kg b. wt. 
along with hepatoprotectant- syrup hepamust 5ml PO 
twice daily for 5 weeks. After five cycles of treatment, 
nodules were regressed completely after 5 weeks resulting 
in recovery (Fig. 3).

 Canine TVT is a rapidly growing tumour at first and 
then remain constant for a time, with eventual spontaneous 
regression after several months (Gonzalez et al., 2000). In 

SUMMARY

 An atypical form of cutaneous transmissible venereal tumour (TVT) was diagnosed in a Pitbull dog. The dog had fluctuating and ulcerating 
nodular masses throughout the body surface. Cytological examination of the impression smears from non-ulcerated and ulcerated nodular growths 
from different locations revealed round cells with oval to round nuclei and distinct vacuoles present at the periphery of cells. Based on these findings, 
it was diagnosed as TVT. Chemotherapy with Vincristine @ 0.025mg/kg b.wt. IV once a week for 5 weeks along with supportive treatment yielded 
favorable results and complete recovery of the dog.

Keywords: Cutaneous TVT, Dogs, Vincristine Sulphate
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync
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Fig. 3. Parity wise incidence of pyometraFig. 2.  Predominant breed wise incidence of pyometra

Table 2

Occurrence of various microscopic lesions in intestine of broilers

Organ� Congestion� Haemorrhages� Edema� Degeneration/necrosis� Inflammation

� No.� (%)� No.� (%)� No.� (%)� No.� (%)� No.� (%)

Intestine� 106� 82.1� 41� 31.7� 63� 48.8� 111� 86.0� 97� 75.1

Table 3

Occurrence of various gross lesions in liver of broilers

Organ � Congestion � Haemorrhages � Enlargement � Necrosis � Fatty changes � Perihepatitis 

� No. � (%) � No. � (%) � No � � No. � (%) � No. � (%) � No. � (%)

Liver � 118 � 84.8� 33 � 23.7 � 106 � 76.2 �  44� 31.6 � 29 � 20.8� 101 � 72.6

Table 4

Occurrence of various microscopic lesions in liver of broilers

Organ � Congestion � Haemorrhages � Degeneration and necrosis� hepatitis� perihepatitis

� No. � (%) � No. � (%) � No. � % � No. � (%)� No. � %

Liver �  128� 92 .0� 72 � 51.7 � 67 � 48.2�  47� 33.8 �  60� 43.1

Table 1

 Occurrence of various gross lesions in intestine of broilers.

Organ � Congestion � Haemorrhages � Necrosis Enteritis

� No. � (%) � No. � (%)� No. � (%) � No. � (%)

Intestine � 101� 78.3� 27�  20.9� 16� 12.4 � 92� 71.3

Fig. 3.  Reduction in size of cutaneous masses in TVT in the dog after 1 
week of treatment with vincristine sulphate. Fig.1. Total number of parasitic infections in different ruminant 

species (n=24)
Fig. 2. Percentage of parasitic infections in different species of 

ruminant carcasses (n=24)
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semen of stallions.

Fig. 1. Lateral view of ribs (13 numbers) of left side of adult female 
Bule bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus)
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this dog, the tumor appeared to be in progressive growth 
stage, as suggested by minimal involvement of tumor-
infiltrating lymphocytes (Kabuusu et al., 2010). This dog 
had a history of mating around 3months back, so it is 
assumed to be transmitted at the time of coitus. 
Hematological results of this case were in consonance with 
Das and Das (2000) and Turkar et al. (2018), who reported 
normal hemato-biochemical parameters in canine TVT. 
Cytology of fine needle aspirates obtained from nodules 
was the method of choice for diagnosis of TVT, as this 
technique is simple, cheap, minimally invasive and 
painless than biopsy (Birhan and Chanie, 2015). These 
tumours present characteristic round cells with distinct 
cytoplasmic borders, oval or round and centrally-located 
nuclei with delicate chromatin and large nucleoli, lightly 
basophilic cytoplasm containing finely granular with fine 
vacuoles (Santos et al., 2005). Similar cytological features 
were obtained in this case in our study. Das et al., (2020) and 
various others reported that vincristinesulphate @ 0.025 
mg/kg b.wt. IV at weekly intervals is the most effective, safe 
and convenient chemotherapeutic agent, giving a better 
survival time in canine TVT patients. This can be used alone 
or in combination with surgical excision. Despite of the 
atypical clinical presentation of TVT in this case, response 
to chemotherapy with vincristine was excellent, which led 
to complete regression of neoplasm with in a month.

 Cytology is minimally invasive, painless and best 
choice for diagnosis of skin TVT. Vincristine sulphate should 
be first choice chemotherapeutic agent for TVT in dogs.
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Fig. 1 to 3. (1) Dog showing multiple ulcerative and non ulcerative cutaneous masses before treatment; (2) Stained impression smear showing 
neoplastic cells with oval to round nuclei, distinct cytoplasmic borders and presence of characteristic cytoplasmic vacuolations. (H & E stain, 100x); 
(3) Complete regression of cutaneous masses in TVT in the dog after 5 weeks of treatment with vincristine sulphate.
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 Around 1.4 million to 2.8 million people in India 
succumb to snake bites every year with 46,000 deaths 
(Mohapatra et al., 2011). Agriculture workers, farmers, 
cattle herders are suffering from snakebite as an 
occupational hazard (Gutierrez et al., 2017). Grazing 
animals are frequently predisposed to snakebite similar to 
farmers working in agriculture land. Species of snake 
decides the severity; with cobra bite being most severe in 
animals. Animal factors like species, size, age and location 
of bite also affect the severity of snake envenomation 
(Constable et al., 2017; Bolon et al., 2019; Bhikane et al., 
2020). The region of study has more population of 
Viperine snakes responsible for envenomation in both 
humans and animals. The present case report depicts the 
therapeutic management of lately presented case of viper 
envenomation in Holstein Frisian crossbred cattle.

 A four-year-old lactating Holstein Frisian (HF) 
crossbred cow weighing 400 kg was presented to Teaching 
Veterinary Clinical Complex, College of Veterinary and 
Animal Sciences Udgir, Maharashtra, India with history of 
swelling on right foreleg, diarrhea, red colored urine and 
inappetence. Clinical examination of cattle revealed 
normal body temperature (100.5 ºF), increased respiration 
rate (32/minute) and tachycardia (102 beats per minute) 
with loud heartbeats, pinkish conjunctival mucous 
membrane, slight salivation and nasal discharge. Palpation 
of right foreleg revealed soft, painful swelling over fetlock 
extending towards dewlap of the cow (Fig. 1). Analysis of 
blood (Table 1), urine and fecal samples showed severe 
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SUMMARY

 An adult Holstein Frisian crossbred cattle with history of swelling over right fetlock extending up to thorax since 2 days, red colored urine, 
reddish feces and inappetence was presented to clinic. Clinical examination revealed pink conjunctivae, normal temperature with tachypnea and 
tachycardia. Urine analysis confirmed hematuria while fecal examination revealed melena. Haemato-biochemistry showed severe 

9thrombocytopenia (17x10 /L), prolonged capillary blood clotting time (>40 minutes), elevated blood urea nitrogen (34 mg/dl) and serum creatinine 
levels (2.4 mg/dl). Based on the clinical signs and laboratory investigations, the case was diagnosed for haemotoxic snake envenomation and treated 
with polyvalent anti-snake venom, meloxicam, antibiotics, vitamin B complex, styptics and dextrose 5% for six days. Complete clinical recovery was 
seen by sixth day with resolution of swelling, restoration of thrombocyte count and blood clotting time. In conclusion, lately presented and an unusual 
case of haemotoxic snake envenomation in HF crossbred cattle with haematuria and melena was successfully treated.
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3thrombocytopenia (17 x 10 /µl), increased capillary blood 
clotting time (40 minutes), hematuria (Fig. 2) and melena 
indicative of increased bleeding tendency in the ailing 
cow. The elevated values of BUN (34 mg/dl) and 
creatinine (2.8 mg/dl) showed nephrotoxic effects of snake 
envenomation. Based on the history of ascending swelling 
on right foreleg extending up to dewlap, severe 
thrombocytopenia, prolonged capillary bleeding time and 
elevated BUN and creatinine culminating in melena and 
hematuria, the cow was diagnosed for haemotoxic snake 
envenomation.

 The HF cow was treated with equine derived 
polyvalent anti-snake venom @ 20 ml IV diluted in 4 liter 
Dextrose saline solution IV. Daily treatment included Inj. 
Dextrose 5% @ 4 lit IV, Inj. Amoxycillin+Cloxacillin @ 
10 mg/kg IV, Inj. Meloxicam @ 0.5 mg/kg IV, Inj. Vitamin 
B complex @ 10 ml IV, Inj. Furosemide @ 1 mg/kg IV and 
Inj. Carbazochrome salicylate @ 10 ml IM with 
monitoring of case for resolution of clinical signs. 
Diuretics help in reducing inflammatory and edematous 
swelling in bite area. Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs assists in preventing shock and play role in reducing 
swelling. Carbazochrome salicylate is styptic and might 
control hemorrhages by stabilizing capillary walls. 
Antibiotics were used to control any secondary infections 
from contaminated fangs. Fluid therapy is helpful in 
preventing shock and also in reducing capillary leak 
syndrome and acute kidney injury (Udayabhaskaran et al., 
2017). Vitamin B complex and hematinics prove effective 
in correction of anemia induced by hemotoxins. Gradual 
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync
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Fig. 3. Parity wise incidence of pyometraFig. 2.  Predominant breed wise incidence of pyometra

Table 2

Occurrence of various microscopic lesions in intestine of broilers

Organ� Congestion� Haemorrhages� Edema� Degeneration/necrosis� Inflammation

� No.� (%)� No.� (%)� No.� (%)� No.� (%)� No.� (%)

Intestine� 106� 82.1� 41� 31.7� 63� 48.8� 111� 86.0� 97� 75.1

Table 3

Occurrence of various gross lesions in liver of broilers

Organ � Congestion � Haemorrhages � Enlargement � Necrosis � Fatty changes � Perihepatitis 

� No. � (%) � No. � (%) � No � � No. � (%) � No. � (%) � No. � (%)

Liver � 118 � 84.8� 33 � 23.7 � 106 � 76.2 �  44� 31.6 � 29 � 20.8� 101 � 72.6

Table 4

Occurrence of various microscopic lesions in liver of broilers

Organ � Congestion � Haemorrhages � Degeneration and necrosis� hepatitis� perihepatitis

� No. � (%) � No. � (%) � No. � % � No. � (%)� No. � %

Liver �  128� 92 .0� 72 � 51.7 � 67 � 48.2�  47� 33.8 �  60� 43.1

Table 1

 Occurrence of various gross lesions in intestine of broilers.

Organ � Congestion � Haemorrhages � Necrosis Enteritis

� No. � (%) � No. � (%)� No. � (%) � No. � (%)

Intestine � 101� 78.3� 27�  20.9� 16� 12.4 � 92� 71.3

Fig. 3.  Reduction in size of cutaneous masses in TVT in the dog after 1 
week of treatment with vincristine sulphate. Fig.1. Total number of parasitic infections in different ruminant 

species (n=24)
Fig. 2. Percentage of parasitic infections in different species of 

ruminant carcasses (n=24)
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Parasitic ova/oocysts

Total Sperm morphological abnormalities (%) (Mean±SE) in pre-freeze 
semen of stallion

Total Sperm morphological abnormalities (Mean±SE) in post-thaw 
semen of stallions.

Fig. 1. Lateral view of ribs (13 numbers) of left side of adult female 
Bule bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus)


