
Fig. 1. Bella Neils on the surgical table.

SUMMARY

 A spayed Vizsla female dog (8 years old, 30.7 kg) was presented in the clinic with a history of a tumor growing on her right vulvar lip, noticed by 
the owner couple for the first time nearly three weeks earlier, the pet constantly licking the affected area. The tumor grew larger, progressively. No pain 
perception was observed on digital palpation. On assured biosafety, evidenced by the normal blood panel,complete excision with histopathology of the 
excised tissue was advised to the well-informed clients. Curative surgery of the genital mass resulted in uneventful early recovery.
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 Canine melanomas are frequently diagnosed tumors 

of the oral cavity, but vulvovaginal melanomas are reported 

occasionally. A retrospective study of vulvo-vaginal melan-

ocytic neoplasms in dogs (Thacher and Bradley, 1983) 

revealed that most of the masses including fibroma and 

leiomyosarcoma were of smooth muscle, or fibrous tissue 

origin. Further, of the total 99 cases, 72 were classed 

benign, 17 malignant, and the remaining 10 transmissible 

venereal tumors (TVTs). In the benign tumor cases, 

complete surgical excision in tandem with ovariohysterectomy 

was effective with no recurrence. Klein (2007) reported that 

vulvo-vaginal tumors account for 2.4-3% of all neoplasms 

in dogs, the second most common after mammary gland 

tumors.Originating from the smooth muscle (leiomyoma) 

in the intact nulliparous female dogs, ranging in age from 2 

to 18 years (average 10.8 years), most of these masses are 

benign. Boxers are at increased risk.

 Admittedly, the borderline between ‘benign’ and 

‘malignant’ melanocytic tumors is rather thin and subject to 

much controversy among the veterinary oncologists (Smith 

et al., 2002). It is, therefore, highly desirable to conform to 

the revised WHO tumors classification: the benign lesions 

designated as melanocytoma and the malignant growths, 

melanoma (Lacroux et al., 2012). Further, in clinical 

practice, melanocytic tumor diagnosis often poses a 

formidable challenge to the consultant pathologist because 

a wide range of neoplastic lesions (carcinoma, sarcoma, 

lymphoma) look  alike in the  microscopic profile (Ramos-

Vara et al., 2000). The pathoclinical profile and therapeutic 

management of melanoma in dogs is reviewed in-depth by 

Resende et al. (2015). Accounting for upto 7% of all 
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malignant tumors, the melanomas originate in diverse 

locations (Goldschmidt, 1985). Metastasis in the lymph 

nodes is frequently detected (Kim et al., 2009).

 The treatment of choice for the local cutaneous 

melanoma is surgical excision. The prognosis is favourable 

in the tumors exhibiting benign histoarchitectural profile, 

but is guarded for the malignant growths with high (30-

70%) chance of metastasis (Aronsohn and Carpenter, 

1990).

 Bella Neils, 8 years in age (DOB: 1.11.2011) spayed 

female Vizsla dog (30.7 kg) was presented to the Milford 

Veterinary Clinic with a visible tumor mass in the right 

vulvar lip (Fig. 1) on 2.11.2019. Anamnesis revealed that 

the tumor mass, first noticed by the owner couple 3 weeks 

earlier, had markedly increased in size recently. Physical  

examination: rectal temperature 101.5 ºF, heart rate 96 

beats/minute, respiratory rate could not be determined 

because of panting, capillary refill time (CRT)<2 seconds, 

the visible mucous membranes appeared pink.
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Fig 2: Transmission electron photomicrograph of monocyte of dog 
showing heterochromatin (a), euchromatin (b), cytoplasmic process (c), 
 Vacuole and nuclear membrane.
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Fig. 1. Lateral view of ribs (13 numbers) of left side of adult female 
Bule bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus)
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ABSTRACT

 Present study comprised of 72 crossbred cows (group I= 60 endometritic and group II=12 healthy) at 30±2days postpartum. The 
polymorphonuclear neutrophils (PMN) cell coun

2

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians engaged in 
Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript writing/  
submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.
l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick response.
l We solicit your co-operation.
l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, Department of 

Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-
125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians engaged in 
Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript writing/  
submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.
l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick response.
l We solicit your co-operation.
l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, Department of 

Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-
125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians engaged in 
Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript writing/  
submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.
l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick response.
l We solicit your co-operation.
l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, Department of 

Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-
125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians engaged in 
Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript writing/  
submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.
l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick response.
l We solicit your co-operation.
l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, Department of 

Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-
125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians engaged in 
Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript writing/  
submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.
l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick response.
l We solicit your co-operation.
l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, Department of 

Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-
125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

Research Article

Short Communication

Madoz, L.V., Giuliodori, M.J., Jaureguiberry, M., Plontzke, J., Drillich, 

M. and De la Sota, R.L. (2013). The relationship between 

endometrial c

eCG

D0

GnRH PGF2 AI+GnRH AI

D3 D10 D12 D13

Fig. 1. ‘Ovsynch-Plus’ Protocol

eCG

D0

hCG PGF2 AI+GnRH AI

D3 D10 D12 D13

Fig. 2. ‘Modified Ovsynch-Plus’ Protocol

How to cite: Sub. Haryana Vet. 61(SI): 00-00.

Chavan, A.A., Gulavane, S.U., Chaudhari, R.J., 
Gaikwad, S.M., Shelar, R.R., Koyande, T.R. and 
Pandey, V.K. (2021). Foetal heart rate and distress 
during spontaneous whelping.

Haryana Vet. (March, 2022) 61(SI), 1-4

A CASE REPORT OF ACUARIA SUBULA INFECTION IN HILL PRINIA

1RUPALI MASAND*, RAKESH KUMAR, R.K. ASRANI and ABHILASH JADHAO
Department of Veterinary Pathology, Dr GC Negi, College of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Chaudhary Sarwan 

Kumar Himachal Pradesh Krishi Vishwavidyalaya, Palampur-176062, India
1Department of Veterinary Pathology, College of Veterinary Sciences, GADVASU, Ludhiana-141001

Received: 26.04.2021; Accepted: 26.06.2021

SUMMARY

 The present case report communicates with pathological findings associated with Acuaria subula infection in a hill prinia. A deceased adult 
hill prinia was brought for post-mortem investigation revealed parasitic ingluvitis and ventriculitis along with numerous roundworms, which 
disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird Pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also observed. The roundworms were identified as 
Acuaria subula. Histopathological examination revealed parasitic ingluvitis, ventriculitis and catarrhal enteritis. The present case study is an attempt 
to put on record a case of parasitic gastroenteritis in a Hill Prinia.

Keywords: Acuaria subula, Catarrhal, Gastroenteritis, Hill Prinia, Ingluvitis

 Hillprinia, also known as Prinia superciliaris is a 
species of passerine bird belongs to family Cistiocolidae, 
native to China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Vietnam. Parasitic infection in wild birds is 
omnipresent, but death occurs only when present in large 
amount (Sharma et al., 2020). Different types of 
endoparasites are reported such as nematodes, cestodes, 
trematodes and protozoan are found in the wild birds. 
Among all, nematodes are the most common and highly 
pathogenic endoparasites followed by the cestode (Brito et 
al., 2017). Acuaria subula has been reported from diverse 
European and Asian birds of the Passeriformes, 
Columbiformes,  Piciformes,  Apodiformes and 
Coraciiformes (Sato et al., 2005 and Mutafchiev et al., 
2013). The endoparasites in wild birds especially of 
nematode origin contribute a lot to deteriorating the 
individual health status as well as increasing the chance of 
spread of the infection (Brito et al., 2017). Male worms of 
Acuaria subula had long caudal alae and 10 pairs of caudal 
papillae (4 precloacal and 6 postcloacal) along with single 
ventral precloacal papilla. Female worms had distinct 
circular folds surrounding vulva, posteriorly directed 
circular musculature vagina, two uteri two with terminal 
parts lined with epithelium consisting of tall, narrow cells. 
As per the best of our knowledge, the present study reports 
a rare case of Acuaria subula incidence in hill prinia 
(Baron, 1967 and Mutafchiev et al., 2013).

 An adult hill prinia was bought to the Department of 

Veterinary Pathology for necropsy examination (Fig. 1). A 

thorough external examination of the carcass was 

performed and gross lesions were recorded after detailed 

necropsy examination. On gross examination, crop and 

gizzard revealed the presence of roundworms. The worms 

were removed gently, washed in normal saline and sent to 

the Department of Veterinary Parasitology for species 

identification. The roundworms were cleared in lactophenol 

to assess the morphological and morphometric 

characteristics (Zajac and Convoy, 2012 and Gupta and 

Gupta, 2020).  After overnight washing, dehydration was 

done in the ascending grades of alcohol and then stained in 

borax carmine and transferred to clearing agent and at last 

mounted in dextrin plasticized xylene (Meyer and Oslen, 

1975). The affected organs showing pathological changes 

were collected and fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin 

for histopathological examination. The fixed tissues were 

embedded in paraffin, sectioned at 4 microns and stained 

with haematoxylin and eosin as per the protocol given by 

Luna (1968).

 The results obtained from parasitological investigation 

revealed that the bird was infested with Acuaria subula. 

The adult worms were identified on the basis of gross 

morphological examination. Anterior end of the adult 

worm had two triangular pseudolabia along with four 

cordons, arising dorsally and ventrally between 

pseudolabia, extending laterally in longitudinal direction 

to posterior end of muscular oesophagus (Fig. 3). The 

parasitological observations of Acuaria subula were in 

concordance to the findings of Baron (1967) and 

Mutafchiev et al. (2013).

 Gross examination revealed thepresence of heavy 

load of adult worms between the horny lining of the 

gizzard and the underlying muscle and these were also, 

disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird (Fig. 2). 

Crop was ruptured due heavy infestation of the worms. The 

pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also 

observed on gross examination. Intestinal tract was stuffed 

with mucous exudate which led to catarrhal enteritis. The 

histopathological examination of gizzard revealed *Corresponding author: r.masand93@gmail.com
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glandular hypertrophy with denuded basement membrane 

and necrotic lesions. Lungs showed intra-alveolar 

accumulation of eosinophilic edematous fluid along with 

fibrinous exudate (Fig. 4). Intestine revealed hyperplasia 

of the goblet cells along with necrosis and sloughing of the 

mucosa. Till date, no study has been reported on gross and 

histopathogical lesions caused by Acuaria subula in wild 

or domesticated birds. Though, Baron (1967) had revealed 

presence of worms of Acuaria subula in the mucosa and 

underlying muscle of gizzard.

 The present case report communicates with 

pathological findings associated with nematodal infection 

in a hill prinia. As these types of avian species may wander 

around the various poultry farms, and may act as potential 

source of transmitting infection to domesticated birds by 

contaminating the feed or water through their droppings. 

The gross and histopathological findings revealed that 

rupture of the crop due to heavy worm load of Acuaria 

subula was probable cause of death in the hill prinia.
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 The body condition score (BCS) was 3/5 with 

advanced dental tartar; the patient’s dental cleaning under 

anesthesia was advised. Survey radiographs aimed to rule 

out metastases were declined, but pre-surgery blood work 

and post-surgery histopathology were accepted by the 

owners.

 The patient was sedated with acepromazine @ 

0.025-0.2 mg/kg (0.2 ml) and butorphanol tartrate @ 0.2 

mg/kg (Torbugesic®, Zoetis US, Inc.) (0.5 ml), injected 

subcutaneously. After 30 minutes anesthesia was induced 

with ketamine @ 2-10 mg/kg (1.5 ml)and midazolam @ 

0.1-0.3 mg/kg (1.5 ml), injected intravenously. After 

intubation, the dog was transferred to isoflurane gas 

anesthesia hooked to the auto-monitoring systems for 

electrocardiogram (EKG), blood pressure, O  levels and 2

pulse. The surgical site was shaved and prepared.

 Surgery was done by the attending pet physician 

(first author). Sterilized No.10 surgical blade was used to 

incise the skin. The entire mass with safe margins (0.25-0.3 

cm) all around was excised with a pair of Metzenbaum 

scissors. Bleeders were ligated with Monomend® (PRN 

Pharmacal) 3-0 absorbable sutures (Fig. 2).

 Electrocautery was used with caution to block the 

residual capillary bleeding and destruction of any possible 

remaining melanoma cells, concurrently. The same 3-0 

suture material was used to close the subcutaneous tissue in 

the simple continuous pattern.

 Finally, Ethicon suture 3-0 was used to close the skin 

incision in simple interrupted pattern (Fig. 3), keeping the 

geometry of the external genitalia as normal as possible.

 Non-steroid anti-inflammatory drug, Carprofen 
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Table 1

Patient’s haemogram* 10.12.2019 8.10 AM.

Parameter (Unit) Value Range  Status
6TEC (1×10  /l) 7.82 5.65-8.87 N

Hematocrit (%) 55.8 37.3-61.7 N

Hemoglobin (g/dl) 19.3 13.1-20.5 N

MCV (fl) 71.4 61.6-73.5 N

MCH (g/dl) 24.7 21.2-25.9 N

MCHC (g/dl) 34.6 32.0-37.9 N

RDW (%) 17.0 13.6-21.7 N
3Reticulocyte (1×10 /l) 67.3 10-110 N

3TLC (1×10 /l) 7.44 5.1-16.8 N

Neutrophil (%) 62.5

Lymphocyte (%) 29.3

Eosinophil  3.9

Monocyte (%) 4.2

Basophil (%) 0.1
3Neutrophil (1×10 /l) 4.65 2.95-11.6 N

3Lymphocyte (1×10 /l) 2.18 1.05-5.10 N
3Eosinophil (1×10 /l) 0.31 0.06-0.10 N

3Monocyte (1×10 /l) 0.31 0.16-1.12 N
3Basophil (1×10 /l) 0.01 0.00-1.10 N

3Thrombocyte (1×10 /l) 272 148-484 N

  MPV (fl) 12.5 8.7-13.2 N

  PDW (fl) 12.8 0.1-19.4 N

  PCT (%) 0.34 0.14-0.16 N

*Procyte Dx Auto-cell counter (IDEXX ) N=Normal

Table 2

Blood chemistry panel*10.12.2019 8.20 AM.

Result Status Range

Glucose (mg/dl) 108 7-143 N

Creatinine (mg/dl) 1.0 0.5-1.8 N

BUN (mg/dl) 11.0 7-27 N

BUN/ Creatinine ratio 11.0  N

Total protein (g/dl) 7.0 5.2-8.2 N

Albumin ( g/dl) 3.4 2.2-3.9 N

Globulin (g/dl) 3.6 2.5-4.5 N

A/G ratio 0.9  N

ALT (U/l) 46 10-125 N

ALKP (U/l) 10 23-212 L

*Catalyst Dx Autoanalyzer
* (IDEXX). N=Normal; L=Low

Fig. 2. (a) Close-up of the growth; (b) Surgery in progress, bleeders 
ligated

a b

Fig. 3 & 4.  (3) Normal contour after careful suturing; (4) The excised 
mass (R) fixed in 10% formalin (L)
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Fig 2: Transmission electron photomicrograph of monocyte of dog 
showing heterochromatin (a), euchromatin (b), cytoplasmic process (c), 
 Vacuole and nuclear membrane.

Uranyl acetate and lead citrate × 25500

Corresponding author: vetsirohi@rediffmail.com
trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync

trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is named 
briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The study was aimed 
to evaluate the efficacy of different methods of estrus sync

1

Fig. 1. Lateral view of ribs (13 numbers) of left side of adult female 
Bule bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus)
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ABSTRACT

 Present study comprised of 72 crossbred cows (group I= 60 endometritic and group II=12 healthy) at 30±2days postpartum. The 
polymorphonuclear neutrophils (PMN) cell coun
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SUMMARY

 The present case report communicates with pathological findings associated with Acuaria subula infection in a hill prinia. A deceased adult 
hill prinia was brought for post-mortem investigation revealed parasitic ingluvitis and ventriculitis along with numerous roundworms, which 
disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird Pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also observed. The roundworms were identified as 
Acuaria subula. Histopathological examination revealed parasitic ingluvitis, ventriculitis and catarrhal enteritis. The present case study is an attempt 
to put on record a case of parasitic gastroenteritis in a Hill Prinia.

Keywords: Acuaria subula, Catarrhal, Gastroenteritis, Hill Prinia, Ingluvitis

 Hillprinia, also known as Prinia superciliaris is a 
species of passerine bird belongs to family Cistiocolidae, 
native to China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Vietnam. Parasitic infection in wild birds is 
omnipresent, but death occurs only when present in large 
amount (Sharma et al., 2020). Different types of 
endoparasites are reported such as nematodes, cestodes, 
trematodes and protozoan are found in the wild birds. 
Among all, nematodes are the most common and highly 
pathogenic endoparasites followed by the cestode (Brito et 
al., 2017). Acuaria subula has been reported from diverse 
European and Asian birds of the Passeriformes, 
Columbiformes,  Piciformes,  Apodiformes and 
Coraciiformes (Sato et al., 2005 and Mutafchiev et al., 
2013). The endoparasites in wild birds especially of 
nematode origin contribute a lot to deteriorating the 
individual health status as well as increasing the chance of 
spread of the infection (Brito et al., 2017). Male worms of 
Acuaria subula had long caudal alae and 10 pairs of caudal 
papillae (4 precloacal and 6 postcloacal) along with single 
ventral precloacal papilla. Female worms had distinct 
circular folds surrounding vulva, posteriorly directed 
circular musculature vagina, two uteri two with terminal 
parts lined with epithelium consisting of tall, narrow cells. 
As per the best of our knowledge, the present study reports 
a rare case of Acuaria subula incidence in hill prinia 
(Baron, 1967 and Mutafchiev et al., 2013).

 An adult hill prinia was bought to the Department of 

Veterinary Pathology for necropsy examination (Fig. 1). A 

thorough external examination of the carcass was 

performed and gross lesions were recorded after detailed 

necropsy examination. On gross examination, crop and 

gizzard revealed the presence of roundworms. The worms 

were removed gently, washed in normal saline and sent to 

the Department of Veterinary Parasitology for species 

identification. The roundworms were cleared in lactophenol 

to assess the morphological and morphometric 

characteristics (Zajac and Convoy, 2012 and Gupta and 

Gupta, 2020).  After overnight washing, dehydration was 

done in the ascending grades of alcohol and then stained in 

borax carmine and transferred to clearing agent and at last 

mounted in dextrin plasticized xylene (Meyer and Oslen, 

1975). The affected organs showing pathological changes 

were collected and fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin 

for histopathological examination. The fixed tissues were 

embedded in paraffin, sectioned at 4 microns and stained 

with haematoxylin and eosin as per the protocol given by 

Luna (1968).

 The results obtained from parasitological investigation 

revealed that the bird was infested with Acuaria subula. 

The adult worms were identified on the basis of gross 

morphological examination. Anterior end of the adult 

worm had two triangular pseudolabia along with four 

cordons, arising dorsally and ventrally between 

pseudolabia, extending laterally in longitudinal direction 

to posterior end of muscular oesophagus (Fig. 3). The 

parasitological observations of Acuaria subula were in 

concordance to the findings of Baron (1967) and 

Mutafchiev et al. (2013).

 Gross examination revealed thepresence of heavy 

load of adult worms between the horny lining of the 

gizzard and the underlying muscle and these were also, 

disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird (Fig. 2). 

Crop was ruptured due heavy infestation of the worms. The 

pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also 

observed on gross examination. Intestinal tract was stuffed 

with mucous exudate which led to catarrhal enteritis. The 

histopathological examination of gizzard revealed *Corresponding author: r.masand93@gmail.com

HV-80-21_Final

glandular hypertrophy with denuded basement membrane 

and necrotic lesions. Lungs showed intra-alveolar 

accumulation of eosinophilic edematous fluid along with 

fibrinous exudate (Fig. 4). Intestine revealed hyperplasia 

of the goblet cells along with necrosis and sloughing of the 

mucosa. Till date, no study has been reported on gross and 

histopathogical lesions caused by Acuaria subula in wild 

or domesticated birds. Though, Baron (1967) had revealed 

presence of worms of Acuaria subula in the mucosa and 

underlying muscle of gizzard.

 The present case report communicates with 

pathological findings associated with nematodal infection 

in a hill prinia. As these types of avian species may wander 

around the various poultry farms, and may act as potential 

source of transmitting infection to domesticated birds by 

contaminating the feed or water through their droppings. 

The gross and histopathological findings revealed that 

rupture of the crop due to heavy worm load of Acuaria 

subula was probable cause of death in the hill prinia.
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(Rimadyl®, Zoetis US, Inc.) @ 4.4 mg /kg, and Penicillin-

G @ 24,000 units/kg were injected sub-cutaneously. Take 

home antibiotic Cefpodoxime proxetil @ 5-10 mg/kg 

(Simplicef®, Zoetis US, Inc.) 200 mg tablets 1 OD for 10 

days, and Rimadyl®62.5 mg (½ of 100 mg tablet + ½ of 25 

mg tablet) BID for 5 days PO with food were dispensed. 

The surgically excised tissue mass preserved in 10% 

formalin solution for 24 hr (Fig. 4) was referred to 

Marshfield Lab, Cleveland, OH, USA for histopathology.

Clinical history: The surgically excised mass (1.5 cm × 1.0 

cm) on the vagina presented a brown cut surface with ill-

defined margins.

Gross appearance: A 1.2×1.0 × 0.3 cm piece of haired skin 

with 0.8 × 0.8 × 0.5 cm ulcerated sessile mass; the cut surface 

brown and ill-defined.

Microscopic profile: Extensively ulcerated epidermis, 

penetrating cellular non-capsulated infiltrative neoplasm, 

spindloid cells in scanty collagenous stroma with some 

invading melanophages exhibiting eosinophilic cytosol 

with fine melanin granules. Mitotic figures 5/ten HPF 

(400x).

Pathologist’s microscopic interpretation:

Malignant spindle cell melanoma.

 Complete surgical excision of the right vaginal lip 

melanoma was conducted with safe margins all round after 

assured biosafety, evidenced by the normal haemato-

biochemical profile (Tables 1 and 2). The decision for 

surgical ablation of the visible vaginal growth before the 

onset of possible metastases and lymph node involvement 

was highly effective. Clinical judgment on the individual 

case basis is of paramount importance in pet practice.

 The pathologist’s interpretation of the histopathol-

ogical profile of the mass in the instant case was malignant 

spindle cell melanoma. Gross et al. (2005) stated that 

melanocytic neoplasm comprises epithelioid, spindle, 

mixed, dendritic and round cells. The spindle shaped 

melanoma predominantly exhibits spindle shaped 

melanocytes, densely packed or loosely arranged within an 

extensive pale stroma. It is reiterated that the histopathol-

ogical profile of the vaginal mass in the present case 

revealed locally infiltrative neoplasm: spindloid cells in 

scanty collagenous stroma with occasional eosinophilic 

cytosol with fine melanin granules. The mitotic index was 5 

for the present tumor.

 Definitive diagnosis of melanoma is often difficult 

because of the lack of specific biomarkers. Immuno-

chemistry is expected to play a key role in future.
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Fig. 1. Lateral view of ribs (13 numbers) of left side of adult female 
Bule bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus)
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ABSTRACT

 Present study comprised of 72 crossbred cows (group I= 60 endometritic and group II=12 healthy) at 30±2days postpartum. The 
polymorphonuclear neutrophils (PMN) cell coun
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A CASE REPORT OF ACUARIA SUBULA INFECTION IN HILL PRINIA
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SUMMARY

 The present case report communicates with pathological findings associated with Acuaria subula infection in a hill prinia. A deceased adult 
hill prinia was brought for post-mortem investigation revealed parasitic ingluvitis and ventriculitis along with numerous roundworms, which 
disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird Pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also observed. The roundworms were identified as 
Acuaria subula. Histopathological examination revealed parasitic ingluvitis, ventriculitis and catarrhal enteritis. The present case study is an attempt 
to put on record a case of parasitic gastroenteritis in a Hill Prinia.

Keywords: Acuaria subula, Catarrhal, Gastroenteritis, Hill Prinia, Ingluvitis

 Hillprinia, also known as Prinia superciliaris is a 
species of passerine bird belongs to family Cistiocolidae, 
native to China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Vietnam. Parasitic infection in wild birds is 
omnipresent, but death occurs only when present in large 
amount (Sharma et al., 2020). Different types of 
endoparasites are reported such as nematodes, cestodes, 
trematodes and protozoan are found in the wild birds. 
Among all, nematodes are the most common and highly 
pathogenic endoparasites followed by the cestode (Brito et 
al., 2017). Acuaria subula has been reported from diverse 
European and Asian birds of the Passeriformes, 
Columbiformes,  Piciformes,  Apodiformes and 
Coraciiformes (Sato et al., 2005 and Mutafchiev et al., 
2013). The endoparasites in wild birds especially of 
nematode origin contribute a lot to deteriorating the 
individual health status as well as increasing the chance of 
spread of the infection (Brito et al., 2017). Male worms of 
Acuaria subula had long caudal alae and 10 pairs of caudal 
papillae (4 precloacal and 6 postcloacal) along with single 
ventral precloacal papilla. Female worms had distinct 
circular folds surrounding vulva, posteriorly directed 
circular musculature vagina, two uteri two with terminal 
parts lined with epithelium consisting of tall, narrow cells. 
As per the best of our knowledge, the present study reports 
a rare case of Acuaria subula incidence in hill prinia 
(Baron, 1967 and Mutafchiev et al., 2013).

 An adult hill prinia was bought to the Department of 

Veterinary Pathology for necropsy examination (Fig. 1). A 

thorough external examination of the carcass was 

performed and gross lesions were recorded after detailed 

necropsy examination. On gross examination, crop and 

gizzard revealed the presence of roundworms. The worms 

were removed gently, washed in normal saline and sent to 

the Department of Veterinary Parasitology for species 

identification. The roundworms were cleared in lactophenol 

to assess the morphological and morphometric 

characteristics (Zajac and Convoy, 2012 and Gupta and 

Gupta, 2020).  After overnight washing, dehydration was 

done in the ascending grades of alcohol and then stained in 

borax carmine and transferred to clearing agent and at last 

mounted in dextrin plasticized xylene (Meyer and Oslen, 

1975). The affected organs showing pathological changes 

were collected and fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin 

for histopathological examination. The fixed tissues were 

embedded in paraffin, sectioned at 4 microns and stained 

with haematoxylin and eosin as per the protocol given by 

Luna (1968).

 The results obtained from parasitological investigation 

revealed that the bird was infested with Acuaria subula. 

The adult worms were identified on the basis of gross 

morphological examination. Anterior end of the adult 

worm had two triangular pseudolabia along with four 

cordons, arising dorsally and ventrally between 

pseudolabia, extending laterally in longitudinal direction 

to posterior end of muscular oesophagus (Fig. 3). The 

parasitological observations of Acuaria subula were in 

concordance to the findings of Baron (1967) and 

Mutafchiev et al. (2013).

 Gross examination revealed thepresence of heavy 

load of adult worms between the horny lining of the 

gizzard and the underlying muscle and these were also, 

disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird (Fig. 2). 

Crop was ruptured due heavy infestation of the worms. The 

pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also 

observed on gross examination. Intestinal tract was stuffed 

with mucous exudate which led to catarrhal enteritis. The 

histopathological examination of gizzard revealed *Corresponding author: r.masand93@gmail.com
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glandular hypertrophy with denuded basement membrane 

and necrotic lesions. Lungs showed intra-alveolar 

accumulation of eosinophilic edematous fluid along with 

fibrinous exudate (Fig. 4). Intestine revealed hyperplasia 

of the goblet cells along with necrosis and sloughing of the 

mucosa. Till date, no study has been reported on gross and 

histopathogical lesions caused by Acuaria subula in wild 

or domesticated birds. Though, Baron (1967) had revealed 

presence of worms of Acuaria subula in the mucosa and 

underlying muscle of gizzard.

 The present case report communicates with 

pathological findings associated with nematodal infection 

in a hill prinia. As these types of avian species may wander 

around the various poultry farms, and may act as potential 

source of transmitting infection to domesticated birds by 

contaminating the feed or water through their droppings. 

The gross and histopathological findings revealed that 

rupture of the crop due to heavy worm load of Acuaria 

subula was probable cause of death in the hill prinia.
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