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ABSTRACT
 Twelve pregnant queen cats grouped under gestational age of 30-42 days of pregnancy (based on ultrasonography) were assigned to two 
treatments: Group I (n=6) with cabergoline (15g/kg, daily, orally) combined with cloprostenol (5g/kg, S/C) at 24 hours interval and Group II (n=6) 
with cabergoline (15g/kg, daily, orally) combined with cloprostenol (5g/kg, S/C) at 48 hours interval till complete resorption or expulsion of all the 
foetuses. The time taken for complete resorption of all the foetuses in both the groups were recorded as <3, 3 to <6 and 6 to 8 days. Results revealed 
that no queen cat had completed resorption within 3 days in both the groups but earlier completion of termination was noticed in the queens where 
PGF  was administered at 24 h when compared to 48 h interval. Medical termination of pregnancy has more demand in feline practice due to higher 2

incidence of unwanted pregnancy in this species and use of combined therapy (cabergoline+cloprostenol) for the same is efficient in inducing 
complete foetal resorption.
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 Mismating or unplanned mating is a common clinical 
problem in sexually matured queen cats because of their 
free roaming nature inspite of being domesticated. Hence, 
medical termination of pregnancy (MTP) becomes a 
frequent request from the cat owners (Eilts, 2002) to 
offload the unwanted pregnancy as ovariohysterectomy 
(OHE) becomes unethical during pregnancy. MTP in cats 
is more common during mid-gestation because the animal 
is usually presented for examination only when abdominal 
enlargement is noted after successful mating following 
estrus (Fieni et al., 2006). Protocols to induce mid-pregnancy 
termination in cats are derived from those used for canine, 
including administration of prostaglandins (Nachreiner 
and Marple, 1974; Baldwin et al., 2000) or anti-prolactin 
(Jöchle and Jöchle, 1988) or a combination of both (Onclin 
and Verstegen, 1997). The objective of this study was to 
demonstrate the effectiveness of PGF  at two different 2

frequencies in mid-term pregnant cats with administration 
of same cabergoline dose in both the groups.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The study utilized 12 non-descript cats aged between 
8 months to 3 years. All cats were well-housed and 
maintained under both commercial and homemade food 
but had the habit of free roaming too. The queen cats were 
presented with the common history of abdominal 
distension and cessation of estrus. Before treatments were 
started, pregnancies were confirmed and their duration 
was calculated based on ultrasonographic examination. 
Criteria for positive pregnancy diagnosis were detection of 
echogenic gestational sacs and foetal heart beats. The 

pregnant queens were falling under mid-term gestation 
(30-42 days) and were divided into two groups with six 
queen cats in each group.

 The group I and II queen cats were administered with 
injection cloprostenol (@ 5g/kg, S/C) at 24 and 48 h 
interval, respectively and apart from this, the queen cats of 
both the groups received Tab. Cabergoline (15g/kg, P.O., 
BID) till complete resorption or expulsion of all the 
foetuses. To monitor the effect of treatment on pregnancy, 
periodical ultrasonographic examinations were performed 
once in every two days. The general condition along with 
the presence and character of vaginal discharge were 
recorded before performing ultrasonography.

Statistical analysis: Comparison between the duration of 
foetal resorption and the frequency of prostaglandin 
administration was achieved using Chi-square test since 
the sample size was less than 30. Since the values in the 
expected frequency table were less than 5, Yate’s 
correction was applied. Results were considered non-
significant at P >0.05.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

 Ultrasonographic examination of all queen cats 
during mid-pregnancy showed that the foetuses were alive 
and the number ranged from 1 to 5 (mean 4.5). In both the 
groups, haemorrhagic-brown vaginal discharge was 
observed following treatment. Time taken for complete 
resorption of all the foetuses in both the groups were 
recorded as <3, 3 to <6 and 6 to 8 days. Results revealed 
that no queen cat has completed resorption within 3 days in 
both the groups. About 66.66 (4/6) and 50.00 (3/6) per cent 
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Fig 2: Transmission electron photomicrograph of monocyte of dog 
showing heterochromatin (a), euchromatin (b), cytoplasmic process (c), 
 Vacuole and nuclear membrane.
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Fig. 1. Lateral view of ribs (13 numbers) of left side of adult female 
Bule bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus)
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ABSTRACT

 Present study comprised of 72 crossbred cows (group I= 60 endometritic and group II=12 healthy) at 30±2days postpartum. The 
polymorphonuclear neutrophils (PMN) cell coun
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SUMMARY

 The present case report communicates with pathological findings associated with Acuaria subula infection in a hill prinia. A deceased adult 
hill prinia was brought for post-mortem investigation revealed parasitic ingluvitis and ventriculitis along with numerous roundworms, which 
disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird Pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also observed. The roundworms were identified as 
Acuaria subula. Histopathological examination revealed parasitic ingluvitis, ventriculitis and catarrhal enteritis. The present case study is an attempt 
to put on record a case of parasitic gastroenteritis in a Hill Prinia.

Keywords: Acuaria subula, Catarrhal, Gastroenteritis, Hill Prinia, Ingluvitis

 Hillprinia, also known as Prinia superciliaris is a 
species of passerine bird belongs to family Cistiocolidae, 
native to China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Vietnam. Parasitic infection in wild birds is 
omnipresent, but death occurs only when present in large 
amount (Sharma et al., 2020). Different types of 
endoparasites are reported such as nematodes, cestodes, 
trematodes and protozoan are found in the wild birds. 
Among all, nematodes are the most common and highly 
pathogenic endoparasites followed by the cestode (Brito et 
al., 2017). Acuaria subula has been reported from diverse 
European and Asian birds of the Passeriformes, 
Columbiformes,  Piciformes,  Apodiformes and 
Coraciiformes (Sato et al., 2005 and Mutafchiev et al., 
2013). The endoparasites in wild birds especially of 
nematode origin contribute a lot to deteriorating the 
individual health status as well as increasing the chance of 
spread of the infection (Brito et al., 2017). Male worms of 
Acuaria subula had long caudal alae and 10 pairs of caudal 
papillae (4 precloacal and 6 postcloacal) along with single 
ventral precloacal papilla. Female worms had distinct 
circular folds surrounding vulva, posteriorly directed 
circular musculature vagina, two uteri two with terminal 
parts lined with epithelium consisting of tall, narrow cells. 
As per the best of our knowledge, the present study reports 
a rare case of Acuaria subula incidence in hill prinia 
(Baron, 1967 and Mutafchiev et al., 2013).

 An adult hill prinia was bought to the Department of 

Veterinary Pathology for necropsy examination (Fig. 1). A 

thorough external examination of the carcass was 

performed and gross lesions were recorded after detailed 

necropsy examination. On gross examination, crop and 

gizzard revealed the presence of roundworms. The worms 

were removed gently, washed in normal saline and sent to 

the Department of Veterinary Parasitology for species 

identification. The roundworms were cleared in lactophenol 

to assess the morphological and morphometric 

characteristics (Zajac and Convoy, 2012 and Gupta and 

Gupta, 2020).  After overnight washing, dehydration was 

done in the ascending grades of alcohol and then stained in 

borax carmine and transferred to clearing agent and at last 

mounted in dextrin plasticized xylene (Meyer and Oslen, 

1975). The affected organs showing pathological changes 

were collected and fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin 

for histopathological examination. The fixed tissues were 

embedded in paraffin, sectioned at 4 microns and stained 

with haematoxylin and eosin as per the protocol given by 

Luna (1968).

 The results obtained from parasitological investigation 

revealed that the bird was infested with Acuaria subula. 

The adult worms were identified on the basis of gross 

morphological examination. Anterior end of the adult 

worm had two triangular pseudolabia along with four 

cordons, arising dorsally and ventrally between 

pseudolabia, extending laterally in longitudinal direction 

to posterior end of muscular oesophagus (Fig. 3). The 

parasitological observations of Acuaria subula were in 

concordance to the findings of Baron (1967) and 

Mutafchiev et al. (2013).

 Gross examination revealed thepresence of heavy 

load of adult worms between the horny lining of the 

gizzard and the underlying muscle and these were also, 

disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird (Fig. 2). 

Crop was ruptured due heavy infestation of the worms. The 

pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also 

observed on gross examination. Intestinal tract was stuffed 

with mucous exudate which led to catarrhal enteritis. The 

histopathological examination of gizzard revealed *Corresponding author: r.masand93@gmail.com

HV-80-21_Final

glandular hypertrophy with denuded basement membrane 

and necrotic lesions. Lungs showed intra-alveolar 

accumulation of eosinophilic edematous fluid along with 

fibrinous exudate (Fig. 4). Intestine revealed hyperplasia 

of the goblet cells along with necrosis and sloughing of the 

mucosa. Till date, no study has been reported on gross and 

histopathogical lesions caused by Acuaria subula in wild 

or domesticated birds. Though, Baron (1967) had revealed 

presence of worms of Acuaria subula in the mucosa and 

underlying muscle of gizzard.

 The present case report communicates with 

pathological findings associated with nematodal infection 

in a hill prinia. As these types of avian species may wander 

around the various poultry farms, and may act as potential 

source of transmitting infection to domesticated birds by 

contaminating the feed or water through their droppings. 

The gross and histopathological findings revealed that 

rupture of the crop due to heavy worm load of Acuaria 

subula was probable cause of death in the hill prinia.
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of foetuses, absence of heartbeats and disappearance of 
anechoic foetal sacs (Fig. 2 to 7). The primitive signs of 
foetal resorption often started in one or two foetuses which 
then subsequently spread to the remaining foetuses. Upon 
medication, adverse effects like vomiting, restlessness and 
diarrhoea were rarely exhibited by few cats.

 The present study demonstrated that MTP was earlier 
in the queen cats where PGF  was administered at 24 h 2

when compared to 48 h interval (Fig. 1) and complete 
resorption of all foetuses in both the groups has taken 6-8 
days. Subramani et al. (2016) reported 100 per cent 
resorption of all the foetuses within 5 days using 
combination protocol for MTP. In the present report, the 
reduced percentage (66.66 and 50) of queens showing 
complete resorption of all the foetuses within 5 days of 
combination protocol might be because, most of the queen 
cats selected were in their advanced stages of gestation. 
The idea for use of combination protocol for MTP in this 
study was derived from many literatures where 100 per 
cent results have been achieved in termination of 
pregnancy (Onclin and Verstegen, 1997; Rangasamy et al., 
2016). As far as queen cats are concerned, maintenance of 
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Fig. 1. Duration of complete foetal resorption between Group I and II

Fig. 2. GA~32days Fig. 3. GA~41days Fig. 4. Initiation of resorption

Fig. 5. Partially resorbed foetus Fig. 6. Foetal remnants Fig. 7. Empty gestational sac

queen cats of groups I and II, respectively, have completed 
resorption within 6 days and 33.33 (2/6) and 50.00 (3/3) 
per cent queen cats of groups I and II, respectively, have 
completed resorption between 6-8 days.

 Mean duration of complete MTP, defined as the time 
span from first occurrence of vaginal bleeding to 
resorption of all foetuses, differed in both the groups 
though the difference was not statistically significant (Fig. 
1 and Table 1).

 Foetal resorption or abortion was monitored by 
ultrasonography in all the twelve queen cats. The process 
of foetal resorption was evident from indistinct appearance 

Table 1

Fetal resorption in treatment groups

Groups Duration of fetal resorption in days Completion
 (% of queens showing MTP) of MTP in all
     queens
 <3 3 to < 6 6 to 8 (mean±SE)

aGroup I 0 66.66 (4/6) 33.33 (2/6) 5.0±0.68
bGroup II  0 50.00 (3/6) 50.00 (3/6) 5.5±0.62

Values with different superscript differ significantly (P<0.05)
Values in parenthesis indicate number of animals

Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 
engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians engaged in 
Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript writing/  
submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.
l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick response.
l We solicit your co-operation.
l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, Department of 

Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-
125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

Editors/Editorial Board Members are highly thankful to 
all the distinguished referees who helped us in the 
evaluation of articles. We request them to continue to 
extend their co-operation and be prompt in future to give 
their valuable comments on the articles for timely 
publication of the journal.

THE HARYANA VETERINARIAN
l Research/Clinical articles are invited for next issue from the Scientists/Veterinarians 

engaged in Veterinary Profession.

l Please follow strictly the format of 'The Haryana Veterinarian' for manuscript 
writing/submission.

l Please pay processing fee of Rs. 1000/- online in the account of Dean, College of 
Veterinary Sciences, along with each article.

l After revision, please return the revised manuscript and rebuttal at the earliest.

l Please mention your article reference number in all correspondence for a quick 
response.

l We solicit your co-operation.

l All correspondence should be addressed to 'The Editor', Haryana Veterinarian, 
Department of Veterinary Public Health and Epidemiology, College of Veterinary 
Sciences, LUVAS, Hisar-125004.

Editors

CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOTE

39 39

Fig 2: Transmission electron photomicrograph of monocyte of dog 
showing heterochromatin (a), euchromatin (b), cytoplasmic process (c), 
 Vacuole and nuclear membrane.
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Fig. 1. Lateral view of ribs (13 numbers) of left side of adult female 
Bule bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus)
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ABSTRACT

 Present study comprised of 72 crossbred cows (group I= 60 endometritic and group II=12 healthy) at 30±2days postpartum. The 
polymorphonuclear neutrophils (PMN) cell coun
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SUMMARY

 The present case report communicates with pathological findings associated with Acuaria subula infection in a hill prinia. A deceased adult 
hill prinia was brought for post-mortem investigation revealed parasitic ingluvitis and ventriculitis along with numerous roundworms, which 
disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird Pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also observed. The roundworms were identified as 
Acuaria subula. Histopathological examination revealed parasitic ingluvitis, ventriculitis and catarrhal enteritis. The present case study is an attempt 
to put on record a case of parasitic gastroenteritis in a Hill Prinia.

Keywords: Acuaria subula, Catarrhal, Gastroenteritis, Hill Prinia, Ingluvitis

 Hillprinia, also known as Prinia superciliaris is a 
species of passerine bird belongs to family Cistiocolidae, 
native to China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Vietnam. Parasitic infection in wild birds is 
omnipresent, but death occurs only when present in large 
amount (Sharma et al., 2020). Different types of 
endoparasites are reported such as nematodes, cestodes, 
trematodes and protozoan are found in the wild birds. 
Among all, nematodes are the most common and highly 
pathogenic endoparasites followed by the cestode (Brito et 
al., 2017). Acuaria subula has been reported from diverse 
European and Asian birds of the Passeriformes, 
Columbiformes,  Piciformes,  Apodiformes and 
Coraciiformes (Sato et al., 2005 and Mutafchiev et al., 
2013). The endoparasites in wild birds especially of 
nematode origin contribute a lot to deteriorating the 
individual health status as well as increasing the chance of 
spread of the infection (Brito et al., 2017). Male worms of 
Acuaria subula had long caudal alae and 10 pairs of caudal 
papillae (4 precloacal and 6 postcloacal) along with single 
ventral precloacal papilla. Female worms had distinct 
circular folds surrounding vulva, posteriorly directed 
circular musculature vagina, two uteri two with terminal 
parts lined with epithelium consisting of tall, narrow cells. 
As per the best of our knowledge, the present study reports 
a rare case of Acuaria subula incidence in hill prinia 
(Baron, 1967 and Mutafchiev et al., 2013).

 An adult hill prinia was bought to the Department of 

Veterinary Pathology for necropsy examination (Fig. 1). A 

thorough external examination of the carcass was 

performed and gross lesions were recorded after detailed 

necropsy examination. On gross examination, crop and 

gizzard revealed the presence of roundworms. The worms 

were removed gently, washed in normal saline and sent to 

the Department of Veterinary Parasitology for species 

identification. The roundworms were cleared in lactophenol 

to assess the morphological and morphometric 

characteristics (Zajac and Convoy, 2012 and Gupta and 

Gupta, 2020).  After overnight washing, dehydration was 

done in the ascending grades of alcohol and then stained in 

borax carmine and transferred to clearing agent and at last 

mounted in dextrin plasticized xylene (Meyer and Oslen, 

1975). The affected organs showing pathological changes 

were collected and fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin 

for histopathological examination. The fixed tissues were 

embedded in paraffin, sectioned at 4 microns and stained 

with haematoxylin and eosin as per the protocol given by 

Luna (1968).

 The results obtained from parasitological investigation 

revealed that the bird was infested with Acuaria subula. 

The adult worms were identified on the basis of gross 

morphological examination. Anterior end of the adult 

worm had two triangular pseudolabia along with four 

cordons, arising dorsally and ventrally between 

pseudolabia, extending laterally in longitudinal direction 

to posterior end of muscular oesophagus (Fig. 3). The 

parasitological observations of Acuaria subula were in 

concordance to the findings of Baron (1967) and 

Mutafchiev et al. (2013).

 Gross examination revealed thepresence of heavy 

load of adult worms between the horny lining of the 

gizzard and the underlying muscle and these were also, 

disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird (Fig. 2). 

Crop was ruptured due heavy infestation of the worms. The 

pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also 

observed on gross examination. Intestinal tract was stuffed 

with mucous exudate which led to catarrhal enteritis. The 

histopathological examination of gizzard revealed *Corresponding author: r.masand93@gmail.com

HV-80-21_Final

glandular hypertrophy with denuded basement membrane 

and necrotic lesions. Lungs showed intra-alveolar 

accumulation of eosinophilic edematous fluid along with 

fibrinous exudate (Fig. 4). Intestine revealed hyperplasia 

of the goblet cells along with necrosis and sloughing of the 

mucosa. Till date, no study has been reported on gross and 

histopathogical lesions caused by Acuaria subula in wild 

or domesticated birds. Though, Baron (1967) had revealed 

presence of worms of Acuaria subula in the mucosa and 

underlying muscle of gizzard.

 The present case report communicates with 

pathological findings associated with nematodal infection 

in a hill prinia. As these types of avian species may wander 

around the various poultry farms, and may act as potential 

source of transmitting infection to domesticated birds by 

contaminating the feed or water through their droppings. 

The gross and histopathological findings revealed that 

rupture of the crop due to heavy worm load of Acuaria 

subula was probable cause of death in the hill prinia.
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However, further study with large experimental group is 
warranted for conclusive results.
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pregnancy is dependent on ovarian or placental progesterone 
production. So any MTP protocol in cats must include 
those agents that directly or indirectly cause luteolysis 
thereby preventing normal attachment and development of 
the conceptus. The resulting alteration in the placental 
synthesis of progesterone causes evacuation of the uterine 
contents (Olson et al., 1992).

 The cascade of Corpus Luteum (CL) regression 
brought by PGF  includes both functional luteolysis and 2

structural luteolysis. Structural luteolysis is caused by the 
shunting of blood flow away from CL along with 
membrane breakdown and decreased fluidity of the luteal 
cells. Functional luteolytic action of PGF  is its interference 2

with the gonadotropin effect on the luteal cells. As a result, 
the ability of luteal cells to mobilise endogenous 
cholesterol for progesterone synthesis is blocked (Clark 
and Myatt, 2008; Jonczyk et al., 2019). The uterotonic 
effect of PGF  involves initiation of myometrial contractions 2

by acting as calcium ionophores. These contractions are 
also brought about by formation of gap junctions and 
through enhancement of electrical conductivity (Egarter 
and Husslein, 1992).

 According to Jöchle (1997), prolactin serves as the 
essential luteotropic factor for pregnancy maintanence 
during second trimester in queen cats. Hence, anti-prolactin 
agents/drugs play a major role in case of MTP in cats during 
mid-gestation. Commonly used anti-prolactin agents for 
this purpose are dopamine agonists like bromocriptine and 
cabergoline. Among the dopamine agonists, cabergoline is 
highly preferred than bromocriptine because of its longer 
half-life, lower affinity for D1 receptors and stronger 
stimulation of 5HT2B receptors. Cabergoline is also found 
to produce minimal side effects when compared with 
bromocriptine which may be due to selective affinity for 
D2 receptors (Krysiak and Okopien, 2015).

 Since both progesterone and prolactin were found to 
be at their peaks at 30-45days of pregnancy, a combination 
protocol aiming at the blockage of these two hormones 
have found to produce high success rates in small animals 
as far as MTP is concerned (Rangasamy et al., 2016).  In 
addition to the above fact, the present study also insists on 
the effectiveness of synthetic PGF  usage at 24hr interval. 2
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Fig 2: Transmission electron photomicrograph of monocyte of dog 
showing heterochromatin (a), euchromatin (b), cytoplasmic process (c), 
 Vacuole and nuclear membrane.
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Fig. 1. Lateral view of ribs (13 numbers) of left side of adult female 
Bule bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus)
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ABSTRACT

 Present study comprised of 72 crossbred cows (group I= 60 endometritic and group II=12 healthy) at 30±2days postpartum. The 
polymorphonuclear neutrophils (PMN) cell coun
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SUMMARY

 The present case report communicates with pathological findings associated with Acuaria subula infection in a hill prinia. A deceased adult 
hill prinia was brought for post-mortem investigation revealed parasitic ingluvitis and ventriculitis along with numerous roundworms, which 
disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird Pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also observed. The roundworms were identified as 
Acuaria subula. Histopathological examination revealed parasitic ingluvitis, ventriculitis and catarrhal enteritis. The present case study is an attempt 
to put on record a case of parasitic gastroenteritis in a Hill Prinia.

Keywords: Acuaria subula, Catarrhal, Gastroenteritis, Hill Prinia, Ingluvitis

 Hillprinia, also known as Prinia superciliaris is a 
species of passerine bird belongs to family Cistiocolidae, 
native to China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Vietnam. Parasitic infection in wild birds is 
omnipresent, but death occurs only when present in large 
amount (Sharma et al., 2020). Different types of 
endoparasites are reported such as nematodes, cestodes, 
trematodes and protozoan are found in the wild birds. 
Among all, nematodes are the most common and highly 
pathogenic endoparasites followed by the cestode (Brito et 
al., 2017). Acuaria subula has been reported from diverse 
European and Asian birds of the Passeriformes, 
Columbiformes,  Piciformes,  Apodiformes and 
Coraciiformes (Sato et al., 2005 and Mutafchiev et al., 
2013). The endoparasites in wild birds especially of 
nematode origin contribute a lot to deteriorating the 
individual health status as well as increasing the chance of 
spread of the infection (Brito et al., 2017). Male worms of 
Acuaria subula had long caudal alae and 10 pairs of caudal 
papillae (4 precloacal and 6 postcloacal) along with single 
ventral precloacal papilla. Female worms had distinct 
circular folds surrounding vulva, posteriorly directed 
circular musculature vagina, two uteri two with terminal 
parts lined with epithelium consisting of tall, narrow cells. 
As per the best of our knowledge, the present study reports 
a rare case of Acuaria subula incidence in hill prinia 
(Baron, 1967 and Mutafchiev et al., 2013).

 An adult hill prinia was bought to the Department of 

Veterinary Pathology for necropsy examination (Fig. 1). A 

thorough external examination of the carcass was 

performed and gross lesions were recorded after detailed 

necropsy examination. On gross examination, crop and 

gizzard revealed the presence of roundworms. The worms 

were removed gently, washed in normal saline and sent to 

the Department of Veterinary Parasitology for species 

identification. The roundworms were cleared in lactophenol 

to assess the morphological and morphometric 

characteristics (Zajac and Convoy, 2012 and Gupta and 

Gupta, 2020).  After overnight washing, dehydration was 

done in the ascending grades of alcohol and then stained in 

borax carmine and transferred to clearing agent and at last 

mounted in dextrin plasticized xylene (Meyer and Oslen, 

1975). The affected organs showing pathological changes 

were collected and fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin 

for histopathological examination. The fixed tissues were 

embedded in paraffin, sectioned at 4 microns and stained 

with haematoxylin and eosin as per the protocol given by 

Luna (1968).

 The results obtained from parasitological investigation 

revealed that the bird was infested with Acuaria subula. 

The adult worms were identified on the basis of gross 

morphological examination. Anterior end of the adult 

worm had two triangular pseudolabia along with four 

cordons, arising dorsally and ventrally between 

pseudolabia, extending laterally in longitudinal direction 

to posterior end of muscular oesophagus (Fig. 3). The 

parasitological observations of Acuaria subula were in 

concordance to the findings of Baron (1967) and 

Mutafchiev et al. (2013).

 Gross examination revealed thepresence of heavy 

load of adult worms between the horny lining of the 

gizzard and the underlying muscle and these were also, 

disseminated throughout the carcass of the bird (Fig. 2). 

Crop was ruptured due heavy infestation of the worms. The 

pulmonary congestion along with peritonitis was also 

observed on gross examination. Intestinal tract was stuffed 

with mucous exudate which led to catarrhal enteritis. The 

histopathological examination of gizzard revealed *Corresponding author: r.masand93@gmail.com
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glandular hypertrophy with denuded basement membrane 

and necrotic lesions. Lungs showed intra-alveolar 

accumulation of eosinophilic edematous fluid along with 

fibrinous exudate (Fig. 4). Intestine revealed hyperplasia 

of the goblet cells along with necrosis and sloughing of the 

mucosa. Till date, no study has been reported on gross and 

histopathogical lesions caused by Acuaria subula in wild 

or domesticated birds. Though, Baron (1967) had revealed 

presence of worms of Acuaria subula in the mucosa and 

underlying muscle of gizzard.

 The present case report communicates with 

pathological findings associated with nematodal infection 

in a hill prinia. As these types of avian species may wander 

around the various poultry farms, and may act as potential 

source of transmitting infection to domesticated birds by 

contaminating the feed or water through their droppings. 

The gross and histopathological findings revealed that 

rupture of the crop due to heavy worm load of Acuaria 

subula was probable cause of death in the hill prinia.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

 The authors gratefully acknowledge Devani 
Sharma, Assistant Professor of Department of Veterinary 
Parasitology and Dean COVAS for providing the 
necessary facilities during the study.

REFERENCES

Baron, P.J. (1967). A record of the gizzard-worm Acuariasubula 
(Dujardin, 1845) (Nematoda: Acuariidae) with observations on 
its life-history. J. Nat. Hist. 4: 465–472.

Brito, A.S. De A., Guilherme, E., Santos, FG De A., Mesquita, R.P.De 
and Gomes, F.A. (2017). Endoparasites of wild birds from 
Campus area and Zoobotanical Park, at the Federal University of 
Acre, Rio Branco. Arq. Cienc. Vet. Zool. 20(3): 117-122.

Gupta, S. and Gupta, S. (2020) First report of a nematode 
physalopterapreputialis parasitizing a stray cat (Felis Catus) 
from Hisar, Haryana. Haryana Vet. 59(2): 287-288.

Luna, L.G. (1968). Manual of Histologic Staining Methods of Armed 
rdForces Institute of Pathology. (3  Edn.), McGraw Hill Book Co., 

New York, p. 258.

Meyer, C.M. and Oslen, W.O. (1975). Essentials of Parasitology. 
Dubuque: W.M. C Brown Company Publishers, p. 303.

Fig. 1. Photoplate showing Hill prinia Bird (Adult) Fig. 2. Photoplate showing adult worms disseminated throughout the 
carcass

Fig. 3. Microphotograph of anterior end of Acuariasubula worm 
showing cordon (arrow) and muscular esophagus (arrowhead) 

Fig. 4. Microphotograph of lungsshowing intra-alveolar accumulation 
of eosinophilic oedematous fluid (H& E 20X)

Mutafchiev, Y., Kontrimavichus, V.L. and Georgiev, B.B. (2013). 
Redescriptions and comments on the validity of Acuariasubula 
and A. skrjabini (Nematoda, Spirurida, Acuariidae), parasites of 
passerine birds. Acta Parasitologica. 58(3): 284–296.

Sato, H., Osanai, A., Kamiya, H. and Une, Y. (2005). Gizzard spirurid 
nematode Acuariaskrjabini in Japanese tree sparrows and a gray 
starling from Tokyo. J. Vet. Med. Sci. 67: 607–609.

Sharma, M., Agnihotri, D., Vohra, S. and Jain, V. K. (2020). Concurrent 
infestation of Haemoproteus and Menacanthus stramineus in an 
Indian peacock (Pavo cristatus). Haryana Vet. 59(2): 251-253

Zajac, A.M. and Convoy, G.A. (2012). Veterinary Clinical Parasitology. 
th(8  Edn.), Ames, Iowa: Wiley Blackwell, p. 368.


